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Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and in accordance 
with the practice under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, the Examiner's attention is directed to the 
documents listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449. Copies of the listed documents are also 
enclosed. 

Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application No. 1 1-841 18 corresponds to U.S. Patent No. 
6,624,943 and U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2001/0036012, both of which are also 
enclosed. The concise explanation of the relevance of this non-English language document is 
found in the attached English Abstract thereof. In addition, enclosed is a copy of a Japanese 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT 



In re Application of: ) 

TAKEHIKO NAKAI ) 

Application No.: 09/626,738 ) 

Filed: July 26, 2000 ) 

For: DIFFRACTION OPTICAL ) 

ELEMENT : 



Office Action, issued in a Japanese counterpart application, that cites Japanese Laid-Open Patent 



Application No. 1 1-841 18. Below is a translation of the part of that Japanese Office Action 
providing the second reason that Claim 14 is rejected in the Japanese Application. 



With regard to Claim 14, in reference 1 (No. 1 1-841 18), 
diffraction grating is formed on a plane. However, since it is well 
known to form diffraction grating on a curved surface, it is easy for 
a person who has skill in the art to make the present invention in 
claim 14 by arranging diffraction grating in the reference 1 on a 
curved surface. 



It is respectfully requested that the above information be considered by the Examiner 



and that a copy of the enclosed Form PTO-1449 be returned indicating that such information has 
been considered. 



Applicant's undersigned attorney may be reached in our Washington D.C. office by 



telephone at (202) 530-1010. All correspondence should continue to be directed to our address 
given below. 



FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 101 12-3801 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 



DCMainl62307vl 




Attorney for Aroljean/, 
Gary Jacobs y 
Registration No. 28,861 
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